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If. we go back to the Lake’ Pigeid Oadrerence reports and io By) ‘efforts: 
of its delegates to find a suitable name for the new area,of education,.which ee 
ey were proposing to develop, . we find that ‘they ‘hoped to become a branch of 
“science of economics. Their ‘field was to be the economics of- consumption, 
Th t aspiration was indicated by the name, home economics, which they finally 
lopted. Reports of Conference sessions provide at least one interesting 
ount of the obstacles. ca faced. One of the ‘age Paco aces 


: 


The seudord were aks real difficulty. — Mose of heon had done their ieee 
n chemistry, They were teaching foods and sanitation. These fields were 
portant. There was much to be done in them. The science of chemistry was 
well developed and respectable. Administrators recognized its importance. . 
e new field, seeking acceptance and respect, leaned heavily upon its chemists 
That they responded nobly is a matter of record. That their influence’ con- 
Et inues strongly is evident. Curricula in home economics included: heavy re- 
quirements in chemistry. That it trained the mind and weeded out poor students 
rere ideas firmly entrenced. That it also made it impossible for students eds 
within the limits of four years to ‘become Saas ad with the social science 
ly became evident in time, | tae ae 


When money became available for research, home economists with suf- 
"ficient education to.carry it on were only found among those who had. found 


: hemistry to their liking. Once they were established, professorships in. ’ 
oods and nutrition, and research projects in those fields were maintained. 


studies. These usually were studies of expenditure rather than consumption ° 
but they are of some value in securing knowledge of use of nondurable wealth ‘ 
nd services. ‘They are less us eful as aga creed ae use of purep tS epode 


The undergraduate training of home economists was so weak in scientific 
areas other than the physical sciences that even when some farseeing. adminis- 
trator allocated funds for research in the social sciences, personnel for 

di ing the work usually could not be found. Most of the women in Liberal. Arts 
seemed to specialize in English, languages, and history which were respectable 
or women. Economists, sociologists, and psychologists among ‘the-men were busy 
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Perhaps the early home Seunontete were Peuatte before their tis 
they contemplated a theory of consumption as a part of economics. E 
theory dealt primarily with production. There was considerable cont: 
over even the basic elements of that science, Sociology took some ti 
breaking away from economics and political economy, Psy rchology also ' 
to develop. Home econonists - were pd ponies cnbenee eee in peels sc 


made. 


‘The social sciences have ea atin ete. of development: wh 
to home economists fields of investigation which are relatively Peay: 
Heonomics still is engaged preponderantly with production but. ‘there i: 
interest in consumption and ideas in that field have ‘advanced. far.e 
that in 1945 the address prepared by Joseph S, Davis, president of the 
American Econonics Association, for the annual meeting of the Associ: 
dealt with that aspect of economics. It was entitled "Standards and 

of Living." The household in which families consume is beginning to 
recognized mie as a partial determinant of production, We have_ re 
its importance in the area of food Serna s Me. have still to inve 


Mothodolses in the social sciences hee grown apace. At Boe. 
mect ing of the American-Economic Association in Chicago, 1947 one- of : 
sessions, best attended, was that at which developing methodology 
and discussed, The eae in economics, | BRC LOPES and Doin are 
Pea 


themselves. pes ae Dauet be. ‘such that they _ can eet ieee ae 
The questions are unanswered as yet, but it is clear that solution invyo 
sonething more than chemical ERE ONO i analyses, important as. th 
Be <. Ls : Z 


progress, We need to icnba more bok development of eM EY in. "pani 
“through the reaction of individuals to each other. We-need. to. ‘mow. more 
“the satisfactions and dissatisfactions they experience in the hones. where: t 
live, We need to know more about the things people prefer to use and. 
.-these are conbined in consumption, Goods of no one classification . -— 
~ clothing, housing, nor automobiles -- are consumed alone. They. are. L] 
‘together, Studies of any one provide but a porte, picture, 9 a 


in “terms. of ae In. Neus economics, however, we find that the : 
c urally sound buildings may be extremely inconvenient to work in. Sinks 
too low, “storage place is inconveniently located, wall spaces are crowded 
doors and window openings ‘which ‘make’ ats difficult to get into the room 
ee nes desired for comfortable Ae. We need more information on 


i: Cone the pier eye “we find were an family life stressing the need 
ae bedroom homes for families with children, ‘The need is commonly 

a nterpreted in terms of three bedrooms plus all of the other traditional rooms 
found in. a house, at least, kitchen and living room, and. preferably a bathroom 
well, A single family house or at most a duplex is felt. to: be most desirabl 
fo privacy and freedom in living. ‘From an economic point ofview it is 
perfectly apparent that large segments of our population cannot afford, them- 
‘selves, to pay for these accmmodations with building costs as'they are. Five- 
room houses for all of them today would take a very considerable part of our 
ional wealth, Maintaining ‘them, a great share of our income, Prefabricatic 
en in theory should help solve the problem, is apparently a long way still 
v4 | doing sO. * 


If we tind out what people actually have and what they expect, other 


Euitions. Onteires, community habits, the extent of ease ler on in consumption 
thin an area; the goods in the stores, and materials readily available all 
al affect the- desires ‘of families for housing and for ather commodities. 


Pecozas of the: way: : ‘fanilies spent their money. This is only a partial indi- 
tion of consumption. We need to know something about qualities and quantitie 
different goods consumed and the way adjustments are made in one area of 
ponditure, as clothing, or how all established spending habits are changed 


_ Perhaps this is enough by way of suggesting problems which might be 
died. A complete list would be too long for the scope of this paper. A 
consideration of the types of studies needed is of equal importance. Some of 
se eer which need is most one are} 
1. Studies whose purpose is to secure a picture of existing con- 

_ ditions. This description should be formulated in three ways: 
In terms of our standards as educators, in terms of the people 
who are found in them, and in terms of what is wigienniee rt mea and 

psychologically ‘possi blé.fo8people. to attain. 


. The investigation of existing conditions can be of general nature, as 
coop regional housing study, We get a certain type of infornation from 

ft. Plans for several houses which we might call "average" houses can be 

eveloped. At the State level, however, something more may be needed. 


yr dwellings } veloped suit is e 
“the. » lilding materials ‘evailable, the approved patte 


tional reaieenedts of the fomily.— Case studies. can. ieee ca u 
ation. to supplement the. controlled: interview in securing needed inf rmat 
‘ \ aes 
Nery Studies designed te este abl ish ‘definitions: of “\Gmprovement! 
each level of condition. This includes the formulation | ee 
specific terms for describing. qualities of goods. en 


Here the traditional subject matter field of food Sea mtrition, 
ing and textiles can make a contribution. They are actually working 
- now, but tend to remain in their own field of specialization, largel 
‘logical and physical sciences, rather than joining forces with the si 
sciences to work effectively together. Coordinat ing. committees ‘upon 
would be represented the different types of education and experience 
stitution which would bear upon a problem under . consideration would e3 
add to the significance of many studies, presently under consideration 
to be ae Ae : 


as: How many bath towels do nice Neoue| use ina week? How many ee 
we use a dish towel? How often should we change our sheets? To answel 
earthy questions, we need to know something about community customs anc 
ards as well as the composition of the textiles involved and the “probab 
The answer must be related to the amounts to time and money that can be use 
: Meintain standards. It will affect recommendations as to ‘‘eind and quant t 
equipment and cleaning agents to secure and as to the best methods for the 
care and use, Clearly, something more than analysis. by ‘methods On th. 
- sciences is required from those who would give realistic answers to ci 
problems, Standards people desire to maintain are as lirely to be. ma 
octal determination as Dinermuas. 


The home economist also needs to carry. on studies which will e 
to define objectively the more inclusive conditions of living she sto: 
improve and the type of improvement sought. This will provide her: with 

starting point and a recognizable aim for educational programs. “This 
limited the usefulness of studies of the use of money and of Me 


3, Studies whose purpose is the testing and development of in tru 
ments for securing research data, and of methods for their u 


The development of suitable instruments for securing data. is an in 
field for experiment and study. Some of our theories regarding the validit 
of findings and the suitability of methods require testing..in use-in + @ 
consumption and family living. A recent Bog tol eAEat study, for example, 


seine may. he ‘such’ as sido not Lend ihedeci ness to itavactiodt or: quantita- 
re treatment . eres fomily jife POMBE DUES of the’ President's Conference, while 


ay expensive in time ae money, and energy, is that of eset observations o 
ees of the fanily over 3, apa of ea In sonia oA pee! ee ee 


i 


ae eter we shall ave es use onl who are experienced, Sympathetic: with the 
ily! Ss problens, . end skilled in: securing a cooperator' s interest. Second, we 
= have to exercise eirerer care in’ enlisting the: support of the. te ane 


Botios: ae seein it ‘to: pee ieal He. of the hone. She can mak <i a 
que» contribution. because she is a home economist, rather than. because. she is 
om ely an ‘economist, ‘a sociologist, @ psychologist,: or a chemist. Finally, 
thi respondent should be provided.with some. reward for her coope Srationy This 
reed not be money, In general, I. would say that it should never be... but that 
“generalization... without complete experiénce with a great varioby of: home- 
ope ng Bac gate ‘it certainly needs ee Sa ae ee ener, in ‘terms “of 


| Pundenontal rosearch, designed to discover nnd forminte ‘principles. 
To Serie ‘an ee of “hab nist "be er here. isa bit. aifficult. 
heans giving an illustration. of a principle that has not yet been. found, 
But I think I knew where one may ‘bes There must be..a principle. back of the 
-problert of. providing security for individuals ‘and: families. Since ai know more 
t ‘economics: than other social sciences’ I cannot help: wondering what is 
t when speakers. say. ‘they’ ‘think’ there should be security for every American 
er, or factory worker, or “professional people. asi thé case may: be. What 
this consist of anyway, and who decides when we have it, the family itself, 
ome social worker or politician or teacher who views the family largely as 
ndle of problems to be dealt with, 


eee . 
Traditionally, agricultural workers and teachers have behaved as though | 
they considered that higher incomes mean security, But only a little reflection,’ 
reveals that this is not true. With higher incomes to farmers come also higher 
prices for the things the farmer must purchase, As a group they stand be- 
wildered by a continuing predicament, ‘They and we must recognize that higher 
incomes alone are not the means of security. There is Something more. Nor 
is it likely that this something is higher peynents of Social Security or wider 
coverage, These will undoubtedly prove as futile as other increased incomes 
unless some other basic provision 1s identified and provided for. q 


The solution of the problem is not obvious. But it is there for us to ‘ 
work on... a new field in which home economics people, with a suitable back= 
ground in the social sciences As well, should be able to make a valuable con- 
tribution if they were to turn their attention to it. 2 ie 


5, Studies which provide practical guidance for solution of 
immediate problems. | 


In the area of providing practical guidance for solution of immediate 
problens, the hone econonist is already at home. She is discovering proper 
work heights end areas, arrangements for storage of the things families use; 
and other aids to efficient performance of homemaking tasks. She has learned 
and is prepared to teach a great deal about housekeeping skills. 


In the area of social investigation and engineering, the home econonist 5 
still lacks experience. But the field is open for her. Inevitably, her 
teaching of homemakers and other consumers, as well, results in the making of i 
‘choices and judgements. Someway objective evidence of the results.of such 
judgements should be secured. In the past we have made time studies which 
' indicated how homemakers spent their time. We have cost of living studies 
which show how the family income is spent. But no objective evalnation of 
the results of these expenditures is attempted »s a rule, We do not even 
find out whether the family or the homemaker found them satisfactory. We have 
assumed the disposition of resources was what the family or honemaker wanted 
or they would have made another. There may be some question as to whether or 
not we are justified in that assumption. We know that the want satisfying _ 
powers ascribed to goods before they are secured are not always realized in use 
Or they may prove to be even more numerous than expected. ‘We need to measure 
the results of resource use so that we can indicate that they are satisfact ory 
or unsatisfactory as the case may be. As it isy we can meke few recommenda- 
tions to other homemakers on the basis of studies eompleted. In addition, most 
studies are unrelated to others of the same kind in the field so that general- 
ization on the basis of combined studies also is hazardous. 


To implement the possibilities for research, combining forces, coordin- 
_ ating problems, and pooling of results are desirable, Not many schools have on 
‘their campuses all the means for optinun development of research possibilities. 
In the larger schools, these may exist, Where desirable, however, home 
_ economists and others interested in these problens, should ‘join forces. When 
_ this is done between institutions, progress nay be slow. Everyone in-educational 
institutions carries a heavy load, But even then, tine should be allowed, and 
financial provision made to make cooperative studies possible. The present 
te ee igs ee fe “ 


4 


hte something further is to be aoa eee eran one to devote Gor then 


i) has been considerable exploration of ideas as to projects and method, Oar 


wo ney hope to build upon then. 


ene addition to ‘Jisting fields where research is needed we must recognize 
- probien which probably occurs to all of us as standing in the way of de- A 
opment of the possibilitics for new research in home economics, That is Say 
uring personnel educated and able to carry it out. In home economics, our 
al’ is development of skillful homemakers as well as teachers, research workers 
and candidates for other important professions. We get rather more consistent oh 
cooperation in the placing of homemakers than other workers, I am encough sols 
on economic theory, however, to believe that as positions are established and 

od salaries made available for home economists specializing in social sciences 
he required numbers of workers will follow fairly closely. 


It isa method which I hope we shall try. 


